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the day and the night; and they shall serve as signs, and for festivals, and for days and years;
15 and they shall serve as luminaries in the firmament of the heaven to shine upon the earth,”
And it was so. 16 And God made the two great luminaries, the greater luminary to dominate the
day and the lesser luminary to dominate the night; and the stars. 17 And God set them in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, '8 to dominate by day and by night, and
to separate between the light and the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '° And there was

~ evening _and ?hsre was -morning, a fourth day. Rm s .

(7?6.. D717137 NIRRT — THE [TWOI GREAT LIGHTS:  w Jod Gy ‘—S"’Fhey were created equal in size,
mabn m;{mn;; — and the moon was reduced insize 737vpW by — because it complained 1K
— and said, @0 2w Wos 1 — “It is impossible for two kings 1 1ny3 Wwhnww — to use
the same crown.’”?
Oow3ial NK) - ANDTHESTARS, 713257 N by *11 by — Because He reduced the size of the moon,
TR2¥ 1271 — He made its hosts many, Snny7 b — to conciliate it
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Rashi* relates the incident that caused the moon to become a“lesser
light" The Gemara® explains how this came to be:

Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi pointed out a contradiction. The verse
says: “And God made the two great lights,” yet it immediately
continues: “The greater light [...] and the lesser light”

[We can resolve this as follows:] The moon said unto the Holy
One, blessed be He, “Sovereign of the Universe! Is it possible for
two kings to wear the same crown?” He answered: “Go then and
make yourself smaller.” “Sovereign of the Universe!” cried the moon,
“Because I have suggested that which is proper must I then make
myself smaller?” He replied: “Go, and you will rule by day and by
night.”“But what is the value of this?” cried the moon. “Of what use
is a lamp in broad daylight?” He replied: “Go. Israel shall reckon by
you the days and the years.”

“But it is impossible,” said the moon, ‘to do without the sun for the
reckoning of the seasons, as it is written; And let them be for signs,
and for seasons, and for days and years.”“Go. The righteous shall be

naméd after you as we find: Jacob the Small, Samuel the Small, David
the Small”

On seeing that [the moon] would not be consoled, the Holy One,
blessed be He, said: “Bring an atonement for Me for making the moon

smaller.” This “atonement” is the sacrifice that is brought on Rosh
Chodesh.

What exactly is going on here? If the moon had a valid complaint
then why did Hashem originally create them equally? If the complai_r_lt
wasn't valid, why does Hashem try so hard to placate the moon, to
the point that He asked Bnei Yisrael to bring a sacrifice for His
“transgression”? .

Moon’'s Mugings
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2. Chullin 60a. Although the sun functioned by day and
the moon functioned by night, they were said to be
““using the same crown” because they both ruled over
the same domain — the entire world (Gur Aryeh).

8. Bereishis Rabbah 6:4. The verse could have men- {

tioned the stars at its outset: TNRT WY N DoKX WY

3 i ly after it al-
a3 nx) oo, It mentions them onl

ludes to the diminution of the moon to teach us th,at
they were created to conciliate it (Gur Aryeh; Be'er

Mayim Chaim).
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the waters were angry (nnn) at the Jewish People. Similarly, we find that at the time
of the Great Flood the waters of the Mabul displayed free will, as it says (Noach 7:18),
onn ma—the waters strengthened, which, Rashi explains, means that the waters

strengthened themselves of their own accord. How are we to understand all of this?

Here we see an amazing phepomenon. When Hashem created the world
He bestowed wisdom on all creation—on animals, on vegetation, and even on
inanimate entities—just as He gave intelligence to Man. On Shabbos we say, o3iv
Yaipom nyan nyIn o)y PR RI9Y nivin—The luminaries that our G-d created are good;
He has fashioned them with wisdom, insight and discernment. This implies that
Hashem gave the celestial bodies a degree of wisdom and intelligence—including
Ifree will—at the moment of their création. The Midrash says that at the time of
Creation the sun and the moon argued about who should be the greater luminary.
Additionally, grasses learned from the trees and created themselves (Chullin 60b).
Also, the earth did not obey Hashem’s instruction when it sprouted trees. It had
been commanded to produce trees whose bark would taste like the fruit of the tree,
and it refused to do so. We see repeatedly that nature displayed nyn3, free will,
during the Creation.

)‘{ 'We can extrapolate and suggest that whenever Hashem performs a miracle, it is

as if He is recreating the world. He gives intelligence and free will to all participants !
involved in that specific miracle. For example, we read (Shemos 11:7) that during the |

Plague of the Firstborn, 1110 2% yan: 8% 7ty 13 Yon—But against all the Children of

Israel, no dog shall whet its tongue. We are therefore instructed to throw a neveilah,
a non-kosher carcass, to the dog (Skemos 22:30). Rashi explains that since the dogs
did not bark when Hashem revealed Himself in Egypt, they were to be rewarded
with the carcass. One might wonder why a creature that has no free will should be
rewarded or punished for its behavior. However, based on the premise that Hashem
infuses every creatior: involved in a miracle with intelligence and free will, we can
understand that during the Plague of the Firstborn the dogs attained free will.
They therefore deserved reward for respecting Hashem’s presence in Egypt and
remaining silent. . 1 |
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xxii THE JUGGLER AND THE KING
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- Aggadata, on the other hand, conveys its teachings by
other means. Most of the ideas in Aggadata are derived from
Scriptural texts, just as Halachah is; but they farely stem
from the simple translation of the verses. In order to reveal
the concepts of Aggadata, the verse is usually read at another
level of meaning, the exegetical level known as “derash.” Al-

. though the Sages’ dictum states that tt the simpl sunple meamng of
the text is always true (“y01wa 1 R¥» R pp vu”), the Torah
has many levels of meaning, which are alluded to by seem-
ingly superfluous words, unusual usages, and the juxtaposi-
tion of verses. “Derash” is the exegetical method of interpreting
the allusions lyxng beneath the surface of a verse.

A more unportant difference between the two domains
of the Oral Torah is that whereas Halachic discussions are
ngorously logical, Aggadata is often noticeably obscure. This “S

obscurity is intentional: in Aggadata the message — often

ome of the most basic ;deas of Judaism — is garbed in what
appear to be parables, riddles or even practical advice without
apparent religious content. In line with this, one great. authonty
writes that the above-mentioned dictum, that a verse never
departs its plain meaning, apphes only to the Torah’s verses
and not to Aggadic statements; in fact, he writes, the plain
meamng of Aggadata is usually not its true meaning’
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The Sages’ decision to commit the Oral Torah to wntmg
created no problem with respect to the laws of Jewish be-
havior, i.e., the Halachah! But with respect to the more ab-
struse concepts of Judaism, the Sages found themselves in a
. dilemma. Unlike Halachah, these concepts cannot be readily
understood by everyone; indeed up until then they had been g

_ taught only to the wisest of the students of each generatlon. If
they were now v committed to writing and so made available
to all, they would be exposed to the misunderstandings and
distortions of untutored readers. On the other hand, if they
were not written down, they rmght just as the Sages
feared — be lost forever. '
o The problem was solved by writing these ideas down in,
as it were, coded form: the ob§cure form of parable and hint.
The keys to their true meaning would continue to be trans-
mitted orally; they were relatively few and ran no great risk
of being forgotten. In this manner the Torah’s deepest wis-

dom would be preserved and at the same time it would still
be protected from the ravages of misunderstanding. Wise
students would be shown the way to divine the true mean-
ings behind the parables, while the inept would take them
for nothing more than charming tales or shrewd advice.

Thus, it proved necessary to transmit the most profound
concepts in Torah by the least comprehensible means, for these
are the very ideas that are most liable to be misunderstood.

As an example, let us consider the following passage:

It is written, “And God made the two large luminaries”
[indicating that sun and moon were originally created
the same size]; yet it is written, “The large luminary and
the small luminary”® [indicating that later the moon be-
came smaller].

The moon complained before the Holy One, blessed
be He: “Master of the world! Can two kings use the same
crown?”

“If so,” God replied, “go and diminish yourself.”’

— This story contains, in cryptic form, the philosophical underpin-
nings of one of th2 deepest puzzles of Creatlo why did God

place man in a material setting v where His presence is hidden?"
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Understanding the Trait of Watchfulness %@ 7

r‘7Vhat is more, one who walks through his
world wnthout contemplating whether his way of life
is good or bad, behold he is like a blind man whov
walks along the river’s edge, which is undoubtedly
dangerous in the extreme, and its evil, its potential
for harm, is more likely to occur than its salvation.
One who drifts through life without weighing his
actions is in great danger at all times; he is much
more likely to harm himself than to protect hlmself

The Rambhal is telling us that physical blindness
and mental blindness are essentially one and the
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Why Death Is Good for Mankind

Rabbi Luzzatto expands upon this as follows: Death is a

consequence of people’s inability to fully actualize the soul’s

potential in elevating the body. Thus, the soul retains this
upused potential. The body too suffers, because it is unable to
make use of everything the soul has to offer. Thus, as long as
the person is alive, both parts of the soul-body partnership
suffer. God alleviates this anguish through death.

When a person dies, his or her soul goes to a place known
as the World of Souls. There, freed from the body, it grows to,
the extent that the person developed it during his or her

lifetime. It dévelops according to how much Torah was learned

and how many commandments of the Torah (mitzvot) were
observed while it was with the body. The body simultaneously
goes through a decomposition process which purifies it,* al-

{ PR T
lowing the body to rid itself of\t_he negativity put in it through
the person’s actions. Once the soul has grown to the extent
that it can, based on that person’s actions, God reunites it with
the body at the time He establishes as being best for the world.

Once the body and soul are reunited in this way, the soul will
be able to give the body what it was unable to give it before. At

that point, the reunification is the healthiest partnership pos-
sible. The body and soul unite in a true oneness of which they
were not previously capable.

Significance of Our Belief in Resurrection

Why is the concept of resurrection such a cardinal belief, and
why is it mentioned three times a day in our prayers?

Resurrection speaks to the exact precision of God's reward to
people. Nothing in spiritual creation is ever destroyed. What-
ever we create spiritually, during our physical sojourn on earth,

is brought back to us to the exact extent that we developed it

while alive. This occurs when our souls rejoin our bodies
during the time of resurrection and afterwards.

This concept invests tremendous, eternal meaning into our
every act. Whatever we do remains with us forever because of
the everlasting nature of positive spiritual behavior.

sty ‘7'-‘..‘

"K 33
spiritual plane, in Gan Eden each tzaddik will dwell in
his own huppah. What exactly this huppah will look
like is directly contingent on the individual's level in
the service of Hashem. No two structures will be
identical, because no two people’s accomplishments _
are identical; everyone shapes his own eternal reward.
The problem is that everyone will see not only his own
winnings, but those of the people around him as well.
This is where things get uncomfortable.

For example, let us say Reuven and Shimon both

did someone an identical favor. There was only one
minor difference, Reuven did it with a sigh, perhaps
rather annoyed at the time and trouble it involved,
while Shimon did it with a smile, bringing joy to the
recipient. If Reuven noticed the contrast at all, he
probably considered it trivial. But this world’s petty
cash is Gan Eden’s millions. The choicest of this
~world’s prime real estate cannot begin to approach
the most modest stake in the World to Come — and
in this high return market, Shimon's extra smile
n earned him a palace for all eternity! Of course Reuven
could have smiled too, and received a similar reward.

er 2 ‘_\“‘\OQ Ascendlrl‘gf\the Path
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It would have been very easy and very worthwhile. But
Shimon did and Reuven didn't, and in the World to
Come, it is too late to make amends. Shimon, and
not Reuven, has the lavish huppah which could just
as well have been Reuven’s.

An Offer You Can’t Refuse

20 Pfad &

" When Avraham stood at the Akeidah, the Almighty said to

him, “Avraham, Avraham!” The Midrash tells us that the Almighty

was making a veiled reference to the “heavenly Avraham? In oth-
er words, there is an image in Heaven of the ideal Avraham, the

B

L

perfect Avraham, the Avraham whose potential is fully realize;i.

When Avraham passed this awesome ordeal of the Akeidah, when
he showed himself ready to sacrifice his one and only son to ol;ey
the Almighty’s command, he reached that leval of perfection right
here on this earth. At that moment, the image of Avraham on earth

mirrpred the image of Avraham in Heaven, and the Almighty de-
clared, “Avraham, Avraham!” Both Avrahams are identical.

When the angels went up and down the ladder in Yaakov’s dream,
they saw the image of Yaakov in Heaven. They saw what he could
be, what he could achieve. Then they ¢came down and saw that the
earthly image of Yaakov was identical to the heavenly image, so
Hashem called out and said, “Yaakov, Yaakov!” |

= d

. just as there are two Avrahams and two Moshes,
two of each and every one of us. There is one image in Heaven of
what we could and should be, and then there is the imgg;c‘)ﬁl;ei
&ality here on earth. Can these two images be broughvtmirrlto;\liw;l-‘
@nt so that they become mirror images? They certainly can. Bugt it
is uP to us. That is our mission here on this earth. When th;ugl;;);;:
tunity presents itself, it is our responsibility to rise to the ocraeion.‘

Otherwise, we may remain the unfulfilled image of ourselves that

bears no resemblance to our image in Heaven,

there are also

i

S
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Next we thank God “for our souls which are in safekeeping
with You.” With these words we thank God not only for the
fact of our existence, but also for the quality of our existence.
The quality of our lives is due to the fact that we each have a
soul. It is not enough to “admit” our thanks to God for having
a soul. When we think about the tremendous quality of having
a soul, we must sing God's praises: “And tell Your praise . . .
for our souls.”

The Hebrew word for safekeeping is pikadon, which really
means “collateral.” The soul of a human being is also called a
pikadon. Some commentators say that the word here refers to
the fact that part of our soul rises to_heaven when we go to
sleep each night, and we are not assured of getting it back the
following day. We say that our souls are in safekeeping with
God because He returns them to us every day, even though we
may not merit His doing so.

lili said: “This sign should always be in your
hand. As long as‘a person is alive, his soul is in the hand of his

The Art of Jewish Prayer

/Creator.”’'¢ This means that God designates a tremendous

( amount of soul for each person, but each of us must draw it

(

into ourselves. God sets up the situation, but it is up to each of
us to do what we must to release the soul from its root into
qurselves. Each of us has within us oniv a fraction of what our
suls contain. God evaluates what we do with what we have,
and if we merit it, He sends more of our souls into us.

In this Modim prayer, we thank God for giving ts life. We

also thank Him for designating so much potential spirituality
to us, should we only wish to make use of it.
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theme in the Torah. The story of Kayin and Hevel. is about
jealousy. The story of Yosef and his brothers is about jeal-
ousy. The story of Shaul Hamelech and David Hamelech is
about jealousy. Why does the Torah devote so much ink to

the pitfalls of jealousy? Because human beings have to deal ]

ith jealousy day in day out, year after year, for all of their
entire lives.

So what does this story tell us?
A lot.
;\>Fir‘st, it tells us that jealousy is triggered not so much by
objects as by people. We are not actually jealous of what they

have but of their having it. It’s not the thing itself that matters,

but that they have it and we don’t. Kayin did not fly into a mur- _

derous rage because his sacrifice was rejected. No, that

‘g}'\]'he Rikéhti writes that the mitzvah of lo sachmod, do not
covet, is fundamental to all the mitzvos in the Torah. Let us

stop* and think about this for a moment.

%The Aseres Hadibros begin with emunah in theory, but
they end with emunah in practice. Lo sachmod. Don't be jeal-
ous. That's emunah in practice. Don’t be jealous of your
neighbor’s wife, because the wife He gave is you is one He
wants you to have as a life partner. Don’t be jealous of your
neighbor’s house, because the house He gave to you is the
one in which He wants you to live. Don’t be jealous of your
neighbor’s donkey, because that donkey is meant to be that
person’s donkey, not yours.

That's what emunah is all about. And if we put this into
pr;ctice, our daily lives would be transformed.

wouldn't have been so terrible. It was that Hevel's sacrifice
was accepted while his wasn’t. That was more than he could
bear.

-i{");The Gemara (Shabbos 152b) discusses the verse (Mishlei

14:30), “Urekav_atzamos kin’ah. Jealousy rots the bones”

What does this mean? The Gemara explains, “If _a_p_g_rwsr_gr\}__ias'_’

jealous in this world, his bones will decompose after he dies.

JBut if he is not jealous in this world, his bones will remain)—

&ntact after his death.” In effect, one of the punishments for

~

being jealous is post-mortem decomposition.
We know that Hashem punishes midah keneged midah,
measure for measure. Therefore, there must be some connec-
tion between decomposition of the bones and being jealous.
What is that connection?
TA/T he connection, I believe, goes to the very root of jealousy.
A person who is jealous is fundamentally unhappy with who
he is. He would much rather be someone else. He is unhappy
with his wife. He is unhappy with his family. He is unhappy
with his job. He is unhappy with his position. He wants to be

<§omeone else. He rejects who he is, his atzmius, his very}
e

ssence. Therefore, he loses his atzamos, his bones, to

(decomgosition.

It is no coincidence that the Hebrew words for essence and
bones are so closely related. If there is any part of the human

/body that symbolizes what the person s, it is his bones. When

a person “feels something in his bones,” it penetrates to his
very essence. Therefore, when a person is jealous and denies
his essence, he causes the decomposition of his bones.

4s

There is only one answer to these questions. It s a rock-
solid, fundamental belief in the Creator of the Universe. A
person must have a profound conviction that the Creator

sformed him and placed him here on this earth for his own

special role and that He has given him all the tools and thé;
“médans he needs to fulfill that role. Faith is the key to over-

coming jealousy.

o In Mesilas Yesharim (Ch.11), R’ _Moshe Chaim Luzatto
writes that if people trusted in the hidden wisdom of Hashem
they would have absolutely no reason to be jealous of what
others possess. If a person truly believed that there is a
Creator Who controls this world and sends people down to

&‘\ Ve sa;_every morning, “Baruch Atah Hashem Elokeinu
Melech Haolam she’asah li_ kol tzorki. Blessed are You,
Hashem our Lord, King of the Universe, Who has prepared for
me all my needs.” Let us think deeply about these words. Let
us realize that if Hashem has indeed given us everything
we neégd there is no reason to be jealous of anything or any-

fulfill a unique purpose; if a person truly believed that the
Creator watches over our every step and provides us with the
ability to do what He wants us to do, how could he be jeal-
ous of someone else? .

one else,
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